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Semantic Intensification and Psychological Deterrence Strategies in Resistant Political Discourse: A Pragmatic
Approach to the Speeches of Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah
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Abstract:

This study aims to deconstruct the mechanisms of "semantic condensation” and the strategies of "psychological
deterrence™ within resistance political discourse, taking the speeches of Hezbollah's Secretary-General, Sayyid
Hassan Nasrallah, as an applied model. The study posits that political discourse is not merely a tool for conveying
positions or reporting field developments; rather, it functions as an active strategic instrument—a pragmatic
behavior and symbolic structure capable of reshaping the enemy's perception and influencing its military
decisions. Employing a pragmatic analytical approach coupled with Critical Discourse Analysis, the research
examines a purposive sample of key statements and discursive excerpts delivered during pivotal moments of the
conflict. The findings reveal that the discourse relies on precise rhetorical and pragmatic techniques—such as
satirical irony, functional metaphors, conditional deterrence structures, and exhaustive language—to achieve a
dual objective: an external function focused on maximizing the perceived cost of confrontation and dismantling
the enemy's deterrence image, and an internal function aimed at boosting the morale of the home front and
reinforcing emotional certainty.

Keywords: Semantic Condensation, Psychological Deterrence, Resistance Political Discourse, Pragmatics,
Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah, Psychological Warfare.
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