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Abstract:

This research explores the topic of "Reading Literary Heritage in the Works of Salah Abdel Sabour and Adonis,"
highlighting their respective positions on the Arabic poetic tradition through critical insight and their modern poetic
practices. It demonstrates how each poet offers a distinct reading of heritage informed by a modernist awareness
that seeks to move beyond imitation and repetition.

Salah Abdel Sabour argued that heritage should not be approached with a sense of sanctity but rather with a
critical consciousness that distinguishes between aesthetic and intellectual values worth preserving and elements
that have become outdated. He called for a "new reading" of classical poetry—one that views it through the lens
of the present rather than the past, aiming to create a renewed artistic awareness. Abdel Sabour rejected the
traditional structure of Arabic poetry, particularly the isolated unity of the poetic line and the dominance of strict
meter and rhyme. He believed these features led to mechanical repetition and weakened the organic unity of the
poem. He also critiqued the classical concept of metaphor, which, in his view, relied on superficial resemblance
rather than profound poetic vision.

In contrast, Adonis adopted a more radical stance. He believed that one cannot engage with heritage without
first deconstructing and overcoming its symbolic, religious, and political authority. He proposed an
"epistemological rupture" with the past, seeing heritage as a force that reinforced submission and stagnation.
Although he acknowledged the creativity of early poets, he argued that they remained tied to closed systems of
power and tradition. Adonis called for a complete reconstruction of Arabic poetry—starting with the very language
itself—Dby liberating poetic imagination from inherited forms and mental constraints.

The study concludes that both Abdel Sabour and Adonis present distinct but complementary critical-poetic
projects. Despite differences in their approaches, they converge on the idea that modernity does not mean
abandoning heritage, but rather re-reading and transcending it in a way that serves the contemporary human
condition and grants Arabic poetry a renewed and liberated voice.

Keywords: heritage, Arabic heritage, modernism, ancient Arabic poetry, Adunis, Salah Abdel Sabour.
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