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Abstract:

This study examines the representations of the village/city dichotomy in the works of Kahlil Gibran as a central
semantic structure within Mahjar (émigré) literature. This dichotomy embodies a profound dialectic between the
spiritual and the material, the authentic and the artificial, nature as a nurturing ground for human values, and the
city as a space of alienation and reification.

The study adopts an integrative methodological approach that combines a descriptive-analytical method to
identify and examine textual phenomena, with a hermeneutic approach aimed at deconstructing symbolic
systems and probing their philosophical dimensions. This is further supported by structural-oriented critical
procedures that reveal the deep interrelations between spatial elements and the discursive structure in Gibran’s
writings.

Drawing on selected samples from Gibran’s poetic and prose works, the study explores how place is reconfigured
from a mere geographical entity into a meaningful symbolic construct, wherein dimensions of alienation,
nostalgia, and spiritual rebellion intersect. It also demonstrates how this dichotomy transcends its spatial
framework to become a representation of the modern human condition amid the transformations of civilization.

The study concludes that Gibran does not merely present the village and the city as opposing spaces; rather, he
rearticulates them within a philosophical vision that transforms them into epistemological metaphors reflecting
the fragmentation of the human self and its aspiration for balance between spirit and matter. In doing so, he
reinforces the universal human dimension of his literary discourse.

Keywords: Kahlil Gibran; Mahjar literature; nature; village; city; alienation; symbolism; semantic structure.
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