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Abstract:

This research paper, entitled Narrative Reflections in the Novel “Khalil al-Hayah”, seeks to explore the literary
qualities of writing in Mays Hamad’s novel Khalil al-Hayah, published by Ward Jordanian Publishing and
Distribution House in 2026. The paper is limited to three main axes. The first examines the paratextual
thresholds of the text and their role in shaping the novel’s initial material, as well as reading the implications
they suggest. The second axis focuses on a single narrative technique by investigating the functions performed
by the narrator in the novel. The third axis is devoted to tracing the forms of popular heritage evoked by the
author in the novel in order to enrich the text both aesthetically and semantically.

Methodologically, the study adopts the descriptive-analytical approach. The paper concludes with a set of
findings, the most important of which are that the novel is built on sequence, continuity, and internal growth,
and that it expresses the spirit of the modern age in both vision and narrative structure. The author is also
committed to shedding light on a realistic social issue, immersing herself in the expression of her society so as
not to remain outside its current. She presents a deeply painful human story based on a love that collides with
obstacles such as society, loss, and fate, whereby passion transforms from pleasure into a harsh test of heart and
soul, remaining suspended between the dream of union and the pain of rupture. The author also succeeds in
combining directness with depth of meaning; anyone who reads her novel clearly perceives the focus on the
message, stemming from the sincerity of the vision it conveys.

Keywords: paratextual thresholds, narrator’s functions, popular heritage, color symbolism.
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