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Abstract:

Turkey’s water policies regarding the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers represent a major challenge for
Irag, as large-scale Turkish dam projects have reduced water flow into Iraqi territory, generating
legal and political disputes. The conflict centers on the tension between state sovereignty over natural
resources and international obligations to share trans boundary waters. This study analyzes the legal
and political dimensions of the issue, highlighting Turkey’s reliance on the principle of “absolute
sovereignty” versus Iraq’s demand for the principle of “equitable and reasonable use.” It also
examines the relevance of international legal frameworks governing shared rivers and their potential
to serve as mechanisms for peaceful resolution, thereby strengthening regional water and political
security.

Keywords: Environmental impacts, sustainable development, water policy, international law, water
security.
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