Arabian Gulf Journal of Humanities and Social Studies

ISSN: 3080-4086

Jdl ada alaa

2026-10-20 Jlaal) g || sde aldll aal) - gobaad) asay! daclais g duibus g & luslyall

AL (B dabesall cladlad) 8 1gh) U 5 L s padlaadld dudy ) ) g

The Historical Roots of Islamophobia and Its Impact on Muslim Communities in the West

G Mals 2y 3 a

Lect. Dr. Waleed Kasid al-Zaidi

Gladl — 338 - (8)Ekall alay) daaly — GlaY) 448

ORCID:0009-0000-9969-6615

DOI: https://doi.org/10.64355/agjhss71937

(CC BY-NC-SA) oY) £ Liall dusns 50 (s i alSal g o s 5 on sade 30 demall da sibe Alaall oda || e laia¥) s dalus¥) bl 5all (o jall gela Al

© Clarivate | ProQuest I \" .j..m.(,w ﬁ_;)\ N
Ulrichsweb™ §Cr°ssrefd . ‘ 2 gh Google Scholar

.. x .
anjen S “Halb 1 %
e-Marefa mwa“wmm&m Am @ SCIllt ,9/. e nIII‘.KNA“ONAL Apabaall



https://doi.org/10.64355/agjhss71937
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

20/10/2026 g, (19 sa2)l (7 jlaoYl cacloixVlg aplusYl wlwlal Uyell guls alxo
sl asli dlaa

daclaisglg Ailuigl Sluslyall

roadlall

Fa e s Lot 3 g5 391 Ol Leian W5 e il Jgo abina 35 et cane § s Lgdom 5 L b saSla) 558U G yall o3 J L
dealsll N e )y Bl oall Com Al 3 dliee U 0 L b a5 el sda o e 3l s 50 dabusa s
AL e aial 5 A s dsnlis Gl (piie sad X 33ay

3o G < sehall i o) sl 3 e 01 Comaall Q55 ime e e 558 e liall GLadl 5 g S Cpamiall Al il
O o colain¥l e yiasi Byl a5 in Lol e Aty ) Loy 5 2 el pm DIAT 4 sl 5 L saDlyl mllaics iy 5o
) sl o ol Do Y1 505 el b L W 5 el 5 L s paDlas ) sl A el elle 5 5 580 2 sl b Ll il

el sl ) SI ilad Eyg

sl sy s AN 5 il 8 LS s Ciaclial Byl s ) Jasaiill (e dagad last ahial Ly 8 sedl) o ) Al ) cuala
o Tt A8 yifie 4 g pane Le 3a) (5 ¢ puimy a3 5f g0 aie d Wle W) s ey A (el dliand) Jiay eall e ) ddaadl)
L ol 550 Al SN Gldadd gaiaill 5 ¢ il dadles s LY (§ giad 4 A Alead) 5 cailaill 5 e i) aans AlalSia 4 e

ol

cad) i daal SN Glad cialual) culallad) cdud U s3al) ol s DY) rdgalidall cilalgl)
Abstract:

This study examines Islamophobia as a phenomenon that has become a serious concern in most Western countries,
particularly European states with large Arab and Muslim communities. It argues that the phenomenon is not new
but has deep historical roots in relations between the West and the East, even though it has resurfaced with
particular intensity over the past two decades owing to intertwined political, religious, and social factors.

Adopting the historical and comparative-analytical methods, the study is organized into two sections. The first
offers an epistemological approach to the concept, reviewing the principal definitions of Islamophobia and the
disagreements surrounding them, and then traces its historical roots and the causes of its growth in recent decades.
The second addresses the forms and orientations of Islamophobia, especially in France, and the role of Western
media in promoting it and spreading hate speech against Muslims.

The study concludes that Islamophobia extends long-standing patterns of religious and ethnic stereotyping that
have intensified in recent decades, and that the entrenchment of these stereotypes in collective consciousness is
the core problem, one that the media exploit for distortion or incitement. Curbing it is a shared responsibility
requiring an integrated approach that combines education and awareness-raising, legal protection of minority
rights, measures against discrimination, and efforts to counter hate speech without infringing on freedom of
expression.

Keywords: Islamophobia; historical roots; Muslim communities; hate speech; France; the West.
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Stephen Sheehi, Islamophobia: The Ideological Campaign Against Muslims (Atlanta: Clarity Press,
2011).
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Elisabeth Schemla, Islam, I'épreuve francaise (Paris : Plon, coll. « Tribune libre », 2013).
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