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Abstract:

This study is grounded in a context linking art with reality, where Palestinian political theater emerges as a
platform for protest and intellectual confrontation. In this framework, satirical theatrical discourse represents an
expressional and aesthetic method to destabilize dominant narratives, necessitating a rigorous theoretical and
semiotic grounding to explore this approach and examine its creative manifestations in the theatrical work of
writer Adnan Tarabsha.

The study seeks to formulate a precise conceptual framework defining political satire. It aims to trace the journey
of Adnan Tarabsha as a writer and actor, highlighting how he overcame his surrounding circumstances and broke
barriers to build an oppositional consciousness influencing the public mindset. It also aims to clarify the types of
satire and comedy, alongside the semiotic tools employed in Tarabsha’s works, which enabled him to confront
authority and demystify the dominant and occupying forces.

The study adopts the descriptive-analytical approach to treat its material, combining a foundational conceptual
framework in the theoretical aspect with a critical reading supported by semiotic tools in the practical application.
Divided into an introduction and two chapters, the introduction addresses the concept of satire, satirical discourse
between expression and resistance, and a brief biography of artist Adnan Tarabsha. The first chapter applies the
types of satire and comedy to Tarabsha’s plays, while the second chapter examines the semiotics of theatrical
titles.

The study concludes with several key results, most notably that Adnan Tarabsha’s theatrical experience manifests
as a strategy of survival and activist resistance. He merges spiritual heritage and mythical symbols with lived
Palestinian reality to dismantle forms of oppression and tyranny. His theater relies on dark comedy and multi-
layered satire to strip dominant forces of their sanctity and transform the victim into an ethically superior agent.
Furthermore, textual dimensions and titular irony integrate in his works to redefine heroism and safeguard
collective memory against the absurdity of death and displacement.

Keywords: Irony, Political Theater, Comedy, Expression and Resistance.
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