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Abstract:

This research examines the Battle of Verdun (February—December 1916) and the military role played by General
Henri Pétain. The battle is regarded as the longest and fiercest engagement on the Western Front in France during
World War I, marking a strategic turning point for the Entente Powers against the Central Powers led by Germany.
It occurred in the wake of the defeats suffered by French and British forces during the war's opening battles
against the sweeping German offensive. Accordingly, the research aims to explore the circumstances that led to
the Battle of Verdun, The study examines the circumstances under which the seasoned military commander
General Henri Pétain assumed command of the French army at Verdun and shouldered the responsibility for its
defense. It analyzes how he succeeded in turning the tide of the battle, transforming it from a site of catastrophic
attrition into a symbol of French national resistance. Furthermore, the research explores the series of military
plans and measures Pétain implemented—actions that secured a decisive victory and propelled his rise to
prominence as the hero of the Battle of Verdun.

Keywords: Western Front, France, Battle of Verdun, Henri Pétain, Military Noria, World War 1.
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