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Abstract:

This study examines dialectal variation in Abu al-Tahir Isma‘il ibn Khalaf al-Saraqusti’s Al-‘Unwan fi al-Qira’at
al-Sab“. It investigates the linguistic differences found in the seven Qur’anic readings and relates them to the
Arabic dialects and linguistic environments in which they developed. The study focuses on three major linguistic
levels: phonological, morphological, and syntactic.

At the phonological level, the study discusses the realization and facilitation of the hamzah, variations in the
pronunciation of the pronominal ha’, and differences involving vowel patterns such as /a/, /i/, and /u/. At the
morphological level, it examines variation in pronouns, verb forms, and derivational patterns, including the
alternation between intensified and non-intensified forms and between the taf*l and mufa‘alah patterns. At the
syntactic level, the study addresses the dual form, the declension of diptotes, and agreement between verbs and
their subjects.

The study concludes that a significant part of the variation among Qur’anic readings reflects the diversity of early
Arabic dialects. It also demonstrates that Qur’anic readings constitute an important source for examining the
phonological, morphological, and syntactic features of Classical Arabic dialects. Some linguistic features are
associated with the dialects of the Hijaz, whereas others are attributed to tribes such as Tamim, Qays, and Asad.
Therefore, al-Saraqusti’s work represents a valuable source for studying the relationship between Qur’anic
readings and Arabic dialectal variation (al-Saraqusti, n.d.; al-Rajihi, 1996).

Keywords: Dialectal Variation, Seven Qur’anic Readings, Al-Saraqusti, Arabic Dialects, Phonology,
Morphology, Syntax.
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