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Abstract:

This study examines the mechanisms of pragmatic thinking in political discourse, with particular emphasis on
speech act theory and conversational implicature. It applies these two pragmatic approaches to a political speech
delivered by Ismail Haniyeh, head of the Political Bureau of Hamas, during the war on the Gaza Strip in 2023.
The study is based on the assumption that political discourse does not merely convey information or describe
events; rather, it performs communicative acts with persuasive, affective, ideological, and political functions.
These functions can only be interpreted in relation to context, speaker intention, and the shared background
knowledge of the participants.

The study adopts an analytical pragmatic approach, drawing on Austin’s and Searle’s theories of speech acts, as
well as Grice’s Cooperative Principle and conversational maxims. The analysis focuses on identifying assertive,
commissive, directive, expressive, and declarative speech acts, in addition to examining the implicit meanings
generated through the apparent violation of the maxims of quantity, quality, relation, and manner.

The findings indicate that the political speech under investigation is based on the interaction of several speech
acts performing simultaneous functions. Assertive acts are used to construct a particular political narrative;
commissive acts are employed to express steadfastness and promise victory; directive acts encourage solidarity
and public mobilization; expressive acts generate feelings of pride, resistance, and collective belonging; while
declarative acts announce and consolidate political positions. The analysis also demonstrates that violating
Grice’s maxims does not necessarily constitute a communicative failure. On the contrary, it functions as a
deliberate pragmatic strategy for producing implicit meanings, intensifying psychological impact, and
constructing representations of the self and the other in political discourse.

Keywords: Pragmatics; pragmatic thinking; political discourse; speech acts; conversational implicature;
Cooperative Principle; Ismail Haniyeh.
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