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Abstract:

This study examines and analyzes the contributions of the critic and literary scholar Dr. Hossam Al-Din Al-Khatib
to the development of modern Arabic literary criticism. The study is based on an analytical reading of his major
works, including Comparative Literature, Realism in Literature, and Systematic Criticism in the Palestinian
Homeland and the Diaspora, as well as his pioneering role in translation and his openness to world literature.

The significance of this study lies in highlighting an integrated critical project that left a clear and influential mark
on contemporary Arab literary and critical thought. The study also reveals the characteristics of an exceptional
intellectual figure who combined originality and academic depth on the one hand with openness to cultures and
global critical approaches on the other.

Objectives

The study aims to achieve several objectives, the most important of which are: highlighting the pivotal role of Dr.
Hossam Al-Din Al-Khatib in developing and modernizing approaches to Arab literary criticism; tracing his
impact on enriching and developing Palestinian literature both within the homeland and in the diaspora; and
demonstrating his contributions to connecting Arabic literature with world literatures through translation and
comparative studies.

It also seeks to analyze the critical themes and approaches he adopted and to assess the impact of his works on
the Arab and Palestinian critical movements, particularly in the fields of realist literature and diaspora literature.

Furthermore, the study seeks to identify and assess the features of his intellectual and critical project and to
demonstrate its intellectual and literary value within the trajectory of modern Arab literary criticism.

Research Methodology

This study employed an integrated set of scientific approaches. The descriptive-analytical method was adopted
as the principal approach for identifying Al-Khatib’s contributions to enriching the Arabic library through
presenting his works and analyzing their contents and critical ideas. The study also benefited from the historical
method to trace the chronological and intellectual development of his critical project, as well as the comparative
method to examine his influences and influence on others by comparing his perspectives with Western and global
literary criticism.

Research Findings

The study concluded that Dr. Hossam Al-Din Al-Khatib (1932-2022) represented an integrated project of
transition within modern Arab literary criticism, moving criticism from the stage of impressionistic praise to that
of scientific methodology. Through his dual academic formation in Arabic and English and his PhD in
Comparative Literature from Cambridge, he introduced the principles of the American school of comparative
literature to Arab universities and advocated transforming comparative literature into comparative cultural
criticism and the study of hypertext. This was reflected in his books Perspectives on Comparative Literature,
Comparative Literature: From Internationalism to Globalization, and Literature and Technology and the
Hypertext Bridge, through which he anticipated his time in connecting literature with technology.

In the field of translation and documentation, his book The Palestinian Translation Movement is regarded as the
first comprehensive bibliography in its field. In it, he established seven indicators for measuring the phenomenon:
productivity, linguistic diversity, intellectual diversity, scholars’ contributions, reverse translation, and
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lexicographical interest. He also supervised the Translation Center in Doha and the Arab Office for Translation
Coordination.

His most prominent contribution, however, was his documentation of the Palestinian critical identity through his
book Literary Criticism in the Palestinian Homeland and the Diaspora, in which he presented the first
comprehensive map of Palestinian literary critics, beginning with Ruhi Al-Khalidi in 1904 and extending to
Edward Said, lhsan Abbas, and Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, up to the 1988 Intifada. He regarded this work as an
inheritance added to the products of national identity and as an expression of a sound humanistic spirit, which
contributed to his qualification for the King Faisal International Prize.

At the university level, his books served as core textbooks at the universities of Damascus, Qatar, and Taiz. Until
the end of the 1980s, he was a prominent critical voice whose views carried considerable weight in debates over
the value of literary works. He was described as one of the most influential critics in Arab cultural life and was
honored through the book From Silence to Voice, which included contributions by Edward Said.

Nevertheless, the study observes that most of his prolific output was concentrated in the 1970s and 1980s, while
his writings on globalization remained largely within the framework of general theorization. Moreover, his
involvement in administrative work reduced his applied scholarly production during the 1990s.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Al-Khatib’s project represents a transition from the local to the global, from impressionistic
criticism to systematic criticism, and from comparative approaches to digital criticism. He transformed the
university into a space for critical dialogue and a pathway for the dissemination of theories. He passed away after
enriching the Arabic library with dozens of scholarly works.

Keywords: Hussam Al-Din Al-Khatib; Modern Arab Literary Criticism; Comparative Literature;
Palestinian Criticism; Palestinian Translation Movement; Cultural Criticism; Hypertext; Literature and
Technology.
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