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Abstract:

This study examines the transformations that have taken place in the strategic relationship between the United
States and Israel during the period 2024-2026, focusing on whether the continuation of Benjamin Netanyahu’s
government has become an increasingly costly political and strategic factor for Washington in the Middle East.
The study draws on neorealism to understand considerations of power, security, and national interest, while
employing the principal-agent approach to analyze the potential gap between the objectives of the supporting
party and the behavior of its ally. The study hypothesizes that the continuation of Netanyahu’s tenure in office,
when intertwined with domestic coalition constraints and ongoing military operations, may expand the degree of
independence of Israeli decision-making from certain U.S. priorities, thereby increasing the costs of alliance
management. The sources indicate that U.S. military support for Israel has remained substantial, while
Washington has simultaneously faced disagreements over the management of the war and pathways toward a
political settlement. The study tentatively concludes that the problem does not lie in the collapse of the alliance,
but rather in the increasing difficulty of translating U.S. resources and support into commensurate political
influence.

Keywords: United States; Israel; Benjamin Netanyahu; U.S. foreign policy; strategic alliance; principal-agent;
regional security.
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