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Abstract:

This study examines the professional, family, and community life of the late leader Refat Hussein Salim Herzallah
(Abu Hussein) through a historical and documentary approach aimed at preserving aspects of his human,
professional, and social experience and highlighting the impact he left on his family, community, and the people
who knew and lived alongside him. The study seeks to document the major stages of his life, examine his
professional and vocational career at the Ministry of Public Works, and highlight his achievements and
professional recognition, including his appointment as Head of the Painting Department and his receipt of the
Ideal Employee Certificate. It also documents his roles within his family, extended family, and community.

The study adopts a descriptive-historical and documentary methodology based on available information and
documents, as well as testimonies from family members, relatives, colleagues, and individuals who knew and
interacted closely with him. These sources were used to construct a comprehensive picture of his personality and
career. The study also analyzes memories and recurring experiences reflected in the testimonies of those who
knew him, focusing on the most prominent personal and human qualities associated with his life, including good
character, generosity, sincerity, courage, humility, sense of responsibility, commitment to family and kinship ties,
and dedication to serving others.

The findings indicate that the late Refat Hussein Salim Herzallah left a clear and lasting impact on his professional,
family, and community environment. His life represents an example of the integration of professional
commitment, family responsibility, and social participation. The study also emphasizes the importance of
documenting personal biographies and oral history as means of preserving human and social memory and
transmitting experiences and values to future generations. Furthermore, it contributes to documenting an aspect
of Palestinian professional, social, and family memory.

Keywords: Refat Hussein Salim Herzallah; Personal Biography; Oral History; Historical Documentation;
Professional Career; Family Role; Community Role; Social Memory; Community Figures; Palestine.
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