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Abstract:

This article examines the impact of a mistaken belief in the non-criminalization of an act on criminal
responsibility, through a comparative study encompassing Islamic jurisprudence, the Latin legal tradition, and the
Anglo-Saxon system. The study departs from the tension between the presumption of knowledge of the law and
the principle of personal culpability in punishment, aiming to analyze the philosophical foundation of this
presumption, to clarify how such a mistaken belief affects the mental element of crime, and to propose a new
reconciliatory standard. A descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology was adopted. The study found
that the strictness of the traditional rule has receded in modern legislation such as French law, that Islamic
jurisprudence had already accounted for individual circumstances of ignorance, that a reasonable mistaken belief
touches the core of criminal intent, that distinguishing natural crimes from purely technical offenses is a decisive
criterion, and that the legal effect of such ignorance should be graduated rather than binary. The study proposes
the theory of "justified reasonable belief" as a new reconciliatory alternative in this field.

Keywords: Mistaken Belief, Ignorance of Law, Criminal Intent, Criminal Responsibility, Mistake of
Criminalization.
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