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Abstract:

Numerous monuments in Al-Andalus remain neglected and forgotten. The scant references found in historical
sources have yet to be correlated with the physical landscape on which historical figures and events unfolded, and
with the diverse architectural remains that still exist. The city of Madinat al-Zahra reached the zenith of its splendor
during the reign of its founder, Caliph ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Nasir [912-961 AD], and continued to flourish until
the end of the reign of his son, Caliph al-Hakam al-Mustansir Billah [961-975 AD]. The palace complex hosted
the most prominent delegations and embassies, reflecting the strength, prestige, and magnificence of the Umayyad
state. However, the city gradually declined, culminating in its destruction during the reign of Caliph al-Mustakft
Billah [1024-1025 AD]. Thereafter, al-Zahra survived only in the memory of poets, scholars, and travelers before
vanishing entirely from view.This study seeks to highlight a landmark of Arab-Islamic heritage in Al-Andalus
during its golden age. Accordingly, the Palace of al-Zahra in Cordoba has been selected as a case study
exemplifying the prosperity of the Umayyad Caliphate in the Iberian Peninsula.The research is divided into two
sections. The first provides a concise historical overview of Cordoba as the capital of the Umayyad Caliphate in
Al-Andalus, emphasizing its significance. It further examines the reigns of ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Nasir and al-
Hakam al-Mustansir, and the subsequent collapse of the Caliphate, which was directly linked to the downfall of
Madinat al-Zahra, followed by an analysis of the city’s political history. The second section focuses on the Palace
of al-Zahra itself. It analyzes the key historical accounts that document its presence within Madinat al-Zahra, and
examines the palace’s layout and its principal architectural components.

Keywords: Al-Zahra Palace, Umayyad Caliphate, Cordoba, Al-Andalus, Islamic Architecture, ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Nasir
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