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Abstract:

Deviant conduct in the context of international crime is considered one of the most serious forms of criminal
behavior because of its far-reaching consequences, which do not merely affect the interests of an individual or a
state, but cause harm at the level of the international community as a whole, particularly when such crimes violate
human rights or threaten international peace and security. The development of international justice and the
transformation of some of its frameworks have contributed to a clearer evolution of the rules governing
criminalization and international criminal responsibility. These rules initially developed through customary
international law and were subsequently reinforced by legal frameworks established through international
agreements and the mechanisms of international criminal courts. The 1998 Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court represents a significant milestone in this development, as it established a legal framework for
holding individuals accountable for the most serious crimes of concern to the international community.

This research aims to clarify the concept of international crime and its legal nature, as well as the most prominent
characteristics that distinguish it from domestic crimes. It also seeks to demonstrate its legal specificity and the
rationale underlying individual criminal responsibility for such crimes. Furthermore, the study examines the
customary nature of international crime, the extent of its universality, and the relationship between its
international character and the nature of the protected interest violated, as well as the gravity of the act and its
threat to the international community.

Keywords: International Crime, International Criminal Law, Individual Criminal Responsibility.
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