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Abstract:

This study examines the problematic of citizenship in contemporary Palestinian political thought by analysing the
tension between “the people” as a collective subject of national liberation and self-determination and “the citizen”
as a bearer of rights and a political actor within state institutions. It argues that the Palestinian case cannot be
understood as a linear transition from a liberation movement to a fully sovereign state. Rather, it is an incomplete
and contested transformation in which multiple forms of political membership coexist: peoplehood, nationhood,
refugeehood, residence, citizenship, and diaspora. The study employs a conceptual-analytical approach,
supplemented by historical and critical analysis of major Palestinian political and constitutional texts, particularly
the Palestinian National Charter, the 1988 Declaration of Independence, and the 2003 Amended Basic Law,
together with Arab and international literature on citizenship, nationalism, statehood, and refugees. The study
finds that the Palestinian national movement historically constructed a notion of “the people” broader than the
territorial jurisdiction of any Palestinian authority, whereas the post-Oslo order created an institutional sphere for
exercising certain functions of citizenship within limited territorial and sovereign boundaries. This generated a
structural gap between the community entitled to collective national rights and the population able to exercise
institutional political rights. The study argues that reducing the Palestinian political subject to the citizen within
the Palestinian Authority’s jurisdiction risks marginalising refugees and the diaspora, while elevating an abstract
notion of “the people” above citizenship may weaken accountability, equality, and individual rights. It therefore
proposes a complementary model in which popular sovereignty and collective national rights remain the
framework for self-determination, while democratic citizenship provides the basis for equality, representation,
participation, and accountability in the future Palestinian state.

Keywords: Citizenship, Palestinian People, Statehood, Refugees, National Liberation, Palestine Liberation
Organization, National Identity, Self-Determination.
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