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Abstract:

The statement "We precede the | and the Other"” serves as a fundamental entry point for understanding the
ontological project of Emmanuel Levinas, who establishes a philosophy rooted in a moral unity aimed at
delineating the contours of the relationship between the self and the other. Within this context, Levinas effects an
epistemological rupture with traditional philosophy, shifting its focus from the question of Being as a primary
axis to positioning ethics as first philosophy. He emphasizes that ethical reflection in his thought necessarily
assumes a social character, as it pertains directly to the essence and conditions of humanity. His philosophy is not
grounded in a logic of conflict; rather, it calls for transcendence and openness, conceiving "the Face" as the
ontological and ethical foundation upon which his primary categories are constructed. Consequently, the Face
becomes the essential benchmark in establishing communication between the | and the Other, given the
impossibility of separating the human being from their facial manifestation. According to Levinas, the encounter
with the Face constitutes an authentic dialogical event that may occur even without verbal discourse, as the Face
is phenomenologically understood as a revelation of the human essence. It is as though the facial presence bears
a divine character—a manifestation of the sacred in the immediacy of the encounter. This is reinforced by
Levinas’s assertion: "When the | meets the Thou, the original relationship of the ethical event begins."

Keywords: Responsibility, Ethics, The Other, The Face.
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