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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the level of ethical leadership practices among public school principals in the Jenin
Governorate and to examine the relationship between these practices and school discipline, from the perspective
of teachers. The study employed a descriptive, analytical, correlational approach, as it was deemed suitable for
describing the phenomenon and analyzing the relationships between its components. The study population
consisted of all public-school teachers in the Jenin Governorate (Jenin and Qabatiya districts), totaling 4,251
teachers. A stratified random sample of 151 teachers was selected for the actual analysis. Data were collected
using a 30-item questionnaire distributed across several domains; the instrument demonstrated a reliability
coefficient of 0.94. The study results showed that teachers rated the level of ethical leadership practiced by school
principals highly, with a mean score of 3.98. Similarly, the level of school discipline was also rated highly by
teachers, with a mean score of 4.02. The results demonstrated a strong, statistically significant, positive correlation
between ethical leadership practice and school discipline. The study also revealed a strong positive correlation
between the educational leader's adherence to ethical values and the level of behavioral commitment within the
school environment. Regarding demographic variables, the results showed no statistically significant differences
in ethical leadership assessments based on gender, qualifications, or district. However, differences were found
based on years of service, favoring teachers with less experience (less than 5 years). Based on these findings, the
researchers recommended strengthening training programs for school principals on the principles of ethical
leadership and their practical applications, and focusing on providing guidance and educational programs to
promote positive behavior and self-discipline among students.

Keywords: Ethical leadership, school discipline, school principals.
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