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Abstract:

This study examines the evolution of the historical academic landscape in France, starting with the methodological
revolution sparked by the Annales School in the 20th century, up to contemporary institutional structuring. The
research analyzes the crucial role of major institutions like the CNRS and EHESS, which provided the central
framework for research organization and funding. It highlights specialized laboratory models that integrate
disciplines such as history, anthropology, and archaeology. Furthermore, the paper focuses on major
methodological shifts in historical writing, including: the revitalization of biography, the development of
contemporary history, and the phenomenon of Places of Memory (Lieux de mémoire) initiated by Pierre Nora.
The research concludes by emphasizing technological innovations, specifically the rise of Digital Humanities
(DH) and the use of Al algorithms and OCR techniques for analyzing documents and manuscripts, confirming
that the strength of French research lies in its federative structure that balances specialization with intellectual
integration.

Keywords: French Historical Research, Annales School, CNRS (National Centre for Scientific Research), Digital
Humanities, History of Memory.
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