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Abstract:

The Iragi poet Shadhil Taga stands deservedly among the foremost pioneers who heralded and shaped modern
Arabic poetry. He demonstrated remarkable skill in creating diverse rhythmic patterns through prosodic
experimentation, the scope of which extended to the use of composite meters in free-verse poetry, the blending
of different meters within a single poem, and the writing of traditional metrical poems in a format similar to that
of free verse.

Shadhil Taqga is regarded as the first poet to compose a free-verse poem based on a composite meter consisting of
two metrical feet, namely the Khafif meter (Fa‘ilatun Mustaf*ilun). He is also considered the first poet to establish
the principle of metrical blending in Arabic prosody. It is noteworthy that the free-verse poems he composed
using pure metrical feet can be classified into two categories:

Poems based on a single pure metrical foot.
Poems employing multiple pure metrical feet, particularly those composed of several sections.

The pure metrical feet employed by Taqa comprise six patterns: Mufa‘alatun, Mutafa‘ilun, Mustaf*ilun, Fa‘ilatun,
Fa‘ulun, and Fa‘ilun. This metrical diversity played a significant role in enriching musical variation and
expanding the rhythmic space of the poems, which in turn enhanced their semantic richness. Poetic rhythm bears
a direct relationship to meaning, and the diversity of rhythmic structures contributes to the multiplicity and depth
of poetic significance.

Keywords: Shadhil Taga, Prosodic Experimentation, Composite Meters.
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