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Abstract:

This study traces the evolution of Saudi-Chinese relations from limited diplomatic ties established in 1939 to a
comprehensive strategic partnership by 2020. The relationship passed through distinct phases, including political
rupture during the Cold War, followed by gradual rapprochement driven by China's growing oil needs and Saudi
security concerns in the 1980s. Following China's WTO accession in 2001, trade expanded significantly,
remaining largely oil-based. With the launch of the Belt and Road Initiative in 2013 and its alignment with Saudi
Vision 2030, the relationship shifted toward a multidimensional investment and industrial partnership. The study
concludes that Chinese geo-economic influence evolved from a one-sided trade relationship into an integrated
partnership serving both nations' strategic interests.
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