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Abstract:

The quality of elections varies considerably around the world. Given widespread concerns about the decline of
democracy globally, improving and safeguarding election quality has become a pressing political challenge.
Enacting reforms to enhance election quality has often proven difficult. Incumbent governments may be reluctant
to change the rules that brought them to power, and if they hold a legislative majority, they may instead pursue
reforms that facilitate future electoral victories, potentially undermining election quality even further. Therefore,
electoral reform may struggle to gain traction on the policy agenda, as it competes with other issues such as the
economy, security, and education. Furthermore, governments may face unfair accusations of election
manipulation from skeptical publics, even if the proposed reforms aim to strengthen electoral integrity.

At a time when democratic elections worldwide face an increasingly sophisticated set of threats and challenges,
sustained cooperation among stakeholders in the field of electoral integrity is urgently needed. Electoral integrity
is a cornerstone of any democratic system striving for good governance, strengthening institutional legitimacy,
and building trust between the state and its citizens. With the growing number of countries undergoing political
transitions or democratic reforms, fair elections have become a key indicator of the success of these transitions.
However, their effectiveness in achieving institutional reform is often questionable. While periodic elections may
be held in transitional states, government performance and public policy outcomes do not necessarily reflect
improvements commensurate with progress in electoral standards. This raises questions about the relationship
between the integrity of electoral processes and the quality of governance.

Keywords: Electoral integrity, good governance, institutional legitimacy, transitional states, South Africa,
Indonesia, Irag, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kenya.
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