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Abstract:

This study examines criminal intent (mens rea) in crimes against humanity under international criminal law as
the mental element upon which international criminal responsibility is based. It aims to define the concept,
elements, and forms of criminal intent, analyze its role in establishing criminal responsibility, and examine the
approach adopted by the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and international judicial practice.

The study employs the descriptive-analytical, comparative, and applied approaches through the analysis of legal
provisions and judgments issued by the International Criminal Court and the ad hoc international criminal
tribunals.

The study concludes that criminal intent is the cornerstone of international criminal responsibility and that Article
30 of the Rome Statute provides a clear legal framework for the concepts of intent and knowledge. However,
practical challenges remain in proving criminal intent in collective crimes, highlighting the need for further
development of international judicial practice and more precise legal standards.

Keywords: Criminal Intent (Mens Rea), Crimes against Humanity, International Criminal Law, International
Criminal Court (ICC), Rome Statute.
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