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Abstract:

This study demonstrates that Al-Muntajab al-Hamadhani employed negative evaluative judgments when
criticizing certain grammatical analyses proposed by earlier Qur’anic grammarians. These judgments were
grounded in established grammatical principles that shaped his grammatical thought. Among the evaluative terms
he repeatedly used was "sahw" (oversight), which he applied in refutation of the opinions of specific scholars,
explicitly naming figures such as Abii ‘Ubaydah, Al-Farra’, Al-Nahhas, and Al-Zamakhshari, while in other
instances referring to scholars only implicitly. Through tracing the views of Qur’anic grammarians, the researcher
identified these unnamed scholars as Makki al-Qaysi, Al-Kirmani, and Al-‘Ukbarf.

The study reveals that the diversity of scholars whose opinions Al-Hamadhani examined and critically evaluated
reflects his distinctive critical grammatical personality and his extensive familiarity with the works of earlier
scholars.

The findings further show that Al-Hamadhant's use of the judgment "sahw" (oversight) was not arbitrary; rather,
it was consistently supported by clear grammatical reasoning based on well-established grammatical principles.
The study also demonstrates that examining this and similar grammatical judgments contributes to highlighting
the critical methodology of the scholar who issues them. Furthermore, investigating such evaluative judgments
in the works of Qur’anic grammarians helps uncover their intellectual orientation, enriches the understanding of
Arabic grammatical principles, and illustrates the flexibility of these principles by showing that they remain open
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to discussion, acceptance, and rejection. In other words, the rules of Arabic grammar should not be viewed as
rigid formulas. Accordingly, such grammatical works deserve greater scholarly attention and further study.

Presentation and Discussion of the Grammatical Issues Rejected by Al-Hamadhani as "Sahw" (Oversight)

Al-Hamadhani employed the judgment "sahw" (oversight) in response to a number of grammatical interpretations
advanced by earlier scholars. His critiques fall into three categories: first, cases in which he explicitly identifies
the scholar by name; second, cases in which he alludes to the existence of an opposing opinion by using the
passive expression "qila" ("it has been said") without naming its proponent; and third, cases in which he presents
a grammatical interpretation and simply declares it to be an oversight without explicitly or implicitly attributing
it to any scholar.

Among the scholars whom Al-Hamadhani explicitly criticized with the judgment “sahw minhu" ("an oversight
on his part") are Abii ‘Ubaydah, Al-Farra’, Abii Ja'far al-Nahhas, and Al-Zamakhshari. Through a comparative
examination of grammatical opinions, this study also identifies the unnamed scholars whose views he considered
to be oversights as Makki al-Qaysi, Al-Kirmani, and Al-‘Ukbari.

Keywords: Grammatical orientation, Al-Hamadhani, Oversight (Sahw), Al-Kitab al-Farid.
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