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Abstract:

This research addresses the fixed material cultural heritage in the occupied city of Jerusalem, based on the rules
of international law, international resolutions, and UNESCO, while exposing the ongoing Israeli violations aimed
at erasing cultural and religious identity. Since 1967, Jerusalem has been subjected to extensive Judaization
processes, as both tangible and intangible cultural heritage represent human and historical identity and are
endangered by successive Israeli governments. This research focuses on Al-Agsa Mosque, as it constitutes purely
Islamic heritage in accordance with the historic resolution adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 2016.

The research aims to expose the serious violations against Al-Agsa Mosque, which constitute international crimes
necessitating the prosecution of perpetrators before international justice, and to demonstrate that cultural property
enjoys general, special, and enhanced protection under the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, as well as other instruments of international humanitarian law that were
based on the general rules set forth in the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

The research adopted the descriptive-analytical method, supplemented by the applied and historical methods,
through analyzing international conventions, relevant United Nations resolutions, and UNESCO resolutions, and
applying them to the reality on the ground in occupied Jerusalem.
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The research reached a number of findings and recommendations, the most prominent of which are:

The legislative and administrative measures undertaken by Israel to alter the reality of the Holy City are null and
void measures that contravene resolutions of international legitimacy and international conventions, which
consider Jerusalem to be occupied land over which Israel has no sovereignty.

The research recommends the establishment of a national database to confront these violations through a national
observatory that documents Israeli violations and the schemes aimed at Judaizing Jerusalem and altering the
historical, religious, and legal landmarks of cultural property, and that this database be made available to
universities and research centers so as to constitute a legal and documentary reference for future generations.

Keywords: Material cultural heritage, Judaization of Jerusalem, international protection, Al-Agsa Mosque,
UNESCO, international responsibility.
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