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Abstract:

The issue of miracles in the Gospels is among the most controversial topics in historical and theological studies
of Christianity. This study adopts a multidisciplinary critical approach to examine the possibilities and limitations
of making historical judgments about miracles. It argues that the historical method, because it relies on natural
evidence that can be examined and critically evaluated, cannot reach definitive conclusions regarding supernatural
events. At the same time, historical skepticism toward miracles does not necessarily arise from the nature of the
historical method itself, rather, it often stems from metaphysical assumptions grounded in philosophical
naturalism. Drawing on literary criticism and cultural studies, the study further demonstrates that miracles in the
Gospel narratives serve functions that extend beyond mere historical claims. They operate as narrative devices
that reveal the identity and authority of Christ, while contributing to the development of the narrative and shaping
the responses of the audience. Moreover, within the social and cultural context of early Christianity, miracles
played a significant role in reinforcing the collective identity of believers, challenging established religious
structures, and redefining the concept of divine power. In conclusion, the study argues that understanding miracles
requires moving beyond the simplistic dichotomy of either proving or disproving them historically, while taking
into account their historical, literary, and cultural dimensions simultaneously. This perspective provides a deeper
understanding of the role of miracles in shaping the Gospel narratives and Christian theology, highlighting their
significance as texts that generate meaning and construct identity in the history of early Christianity.

Keywords: Miracle, Miracles, Gospel, Religious Identity, Early Christianity, Metaphysical Assumptions.
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