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Abstract:

This study aimed to understand and explore the representations of Palestinian feminism across digital social
networks, particularly Facebook, and to examine the extent to which these platforms contribute to the emergence
of hate speech and violence against women. It also sought to provide an objective analysis of the interactions
between digital representations and audience responses.

The study adopted an ethnographic approach using participant observation as a tool, analyzing four Facebook
pages representing the Palestinian feminist movement as well as anti-feminist discourse: “Kaiyan Feminist
Organization,” “The Palestinian NGO Forum for Combating Violence Against Women,” “The Women'’s Affairs
Center,” and "The Popular Movement to Repeal CEDAW.” The study covered the period from January 1 to June
30, 2023.

The findings revealed several key results. Palestinian feminist representations in the digital space are not uniform;
rather, they are shaped by context and function (empowering, critical, or inciting), making the digital sphere a site
of struggle between constructive feminist discourse and opposing narratives. Palestinian digital feminism has
shifted from symbolic representation to a digital actor producing discourse on violence, discrimination, and
empowerment, while being influenced by the logic of digital platforms characterized by simplification and rapid
interaction. The study also found that Palestinian digital feminism represents a dual space that combines
empowering potentials and structural constraints, which calls for the development of an institutional feminist
digital strategy that links online action with real-world practice within a comprehensive emancipatory project.

Keywords: social representations, feminism, Palestinian feminism, Facebook.
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