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Abstract:

This analytical study aimed to investigate the extent to which twenty-first century skills are incorporated into the
content of the secondary-stage Arabic language textbook prescribed for the 2025-2026 academic year. To achieve
this objective, the researcher employed the descriptive-analytical approach using the content analysis method. A
research instrument in the form of a content analysis checklist was developed, encompassing the three major
domains of global twenty-first century skills: learning and innovation skills, digital literacy skills, and life and
career skills. The instrument's validity and reliability were established statistically using Holsti’s coefficient.

The study sample consisted of the officially prescribed Arabic language textbook. Explicit and implicit ideas, as
well as educational activities, were adopted as the primary units of analysis for statistical coding and frequency
counting. The findings revealed a total of 670 occurrences of twenty-first century skills within the textbook.
Learning and innovation skills ranked first, accounting for 61.49% of the total occurrences, indicating a high level
of inclusion. Life and career skills ranked second with 27.46%, reflecting a moderate level of inclusion. In
contrast, digital literacy and technology skills were markedly underrepresented, ranking last with only 11.05%,
indicating a significant gap in their integration.

Based on these findings, the study recommends rebalancing the curriculum and updating language activities and
instructional exercises to systematically integrate digital technology skills, online research competencies, and
other contemporary skills required for the twenty-first century.

Keywords: Content analysis, Arabic language textbooks, twenty-first century skills, secondary education,
educational curricula.
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