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Abstract:

This study begins with an initial observation that may appear familiar to scholars of International Relations but
reveals a deeper problem when examined through a critical philosophical lens. Many of the dominant theories in
the field present themselves as universal frameworks capable of explaining international politics across all
historical periods and social contexts. However, these theories did not emerge outside history or within a neutral
epistemological space. Rather, they were formulated within the specific historical experience of the European
nation-state, shaped by great-power rivalries, colonial expansion, and, later, the intellectual dominance of the
United States over academic institutions and global knowledge production.

The study does not seek to deny the theoretical contributions of Western scholarship to the discipline of
International Relations, nor does it advocate rejecting Western theories as a homogeneous body of thought. Such
a position would be both intellectually reductive and analytically unproductive. Instead, the research critically
examines the historical moment in which a particular Western experience was transformed into a universal
normative standard for interpreting world politics, whereby the Western experience became the norm while all
other experiences were regarded as exceptions, delayed developments, or cases requiring explanation through
externally constructed conceptual frameworks.
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Drawing on postcolonial criticism, particularly the works of Edward Said, Frantz Fanon, Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak, and Homi K. Bhabha, alongside the contributions of John M. Hobson, Barry Buzan, and others, the study
investigates the ways in which the non-Western world has been represented within International Relations theory.
The problem lies not in the absence of non-Western societies from theoretical discourse but in their conditional
presence as peripheral, incomplete, or merely empirical cases to which concepts developed elsewhere are applied,
rather than as legitimate sources of original theoretical insights into power, order, justice, freedom, the state, and
international relations.

The study concludes that overcoming Western-centrism does not require abandoning International Relations
theory or severing ties with its intellectual traditions. Rather, it calls for reopening the discipline to a broader
global history and a more inclusive form of epistemic pluralism. The historical experiences of Arab, African, and
Asian societies should not be viewed merely as local cases appended to existing theories, but as genuine sites of
knowledge production capable of questioning established concepts and generating alternative understandings of
international order, the limits of power, and the meaning of justice in a world that was not shaped by the West
alone, even if the West long possessed the authority to define and interpret it.

Keywords: Western-centrism, Postcolonialism, International Relations, Orientalism, Subaltern, Hybridity,
International Relations Theory, Epistemic Justice.
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