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Abstract:

The issue of border disputes and the water issue in the Shatt al-Arab between Irag and Iran is a significant chapter
in the history of conflict and tension that characterized Iragi-Iranian relations in the 20th century, from the
establishment of the Iraqi state in 1921 until 1975. This study demonstrates Irag's strategic importance in Iran's
calculations during the Pahlavi dynasty (1925-1979), whose policy towards Iraq was characterized by a series of
interconnected ambitions regarding its territory and waters, and a failure to abide by the border treaties it
concluded with it. The first border demarcation treaty between the two countries—after the establishment of the
Iragi state—was concluded in 1937. Iran gained territorial advantages at Irag's expense. However, Iran quickly
violated the treaty by committing a series of violations and transgressions on the Iraqi border in order to impose
a new treaty that would fulfill another aspect of its expansionist ambitions. This led to the 1975 Algiers
Agreement, in which Iran became a partner in sovereignty over the majority of the Shatt al-Arab waterway in
exchange for ceasing its support for the Kurdish movement in northern Irag. The Algiers Treaty was a political
agreement, not a strategic one, because it achieved a new gain for Iran and relinquished Iraq’s right to sovereignty
over the Shatt al-Arab.

Keywords: Border Disputes, Shatt al-Arab, 1937 Treaty, Algiers Agreement.
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