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Abstract:

This study examines the profound legal implications of the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the European
Union—commonly known as “Brexit”—on the mechanisms governing jurisdiction, recognition, and enforcement
of judgments in civil and commercial matters. The central research problem concerns the legal vacuum arising
from the UK’s departure from Regulation (EU) No 1215/2012, the Brussels | Recast Regulation, which for
decades provided a comprehensive and harmonized framework for allocating jurisdiction and facilitating the
mutual enforcement of judgments among EU Member States. The principal objectives of this research are to
analyze the resulting legal gaps, to assess the adequacy of available alternative frameworks—including the 2005
and 2019 Hague Conventions, domestic common law rules, and the option of the Lugano Convention—and to
evaluate the prospects for concluding a bespoke civil judicial cooperation agreement between the UK and the EU.
The study adopts a doctrinal legal methodology, drawing on primary legal instruments, judgments of UK and EU
courts, legislative materials, and contemporary academic commentary. The key findings indicate that Brexit has
generated substantial uncertainty in cross-border civil and commercial litigation; that the existing alternative
mechanisms do not adequately substitute the Brussels regime; and that urgent legislative reform, coupled with
meaningful international engagement, is indispensable to restore legal certainty.

Keywords: Brussels | Recast Regulation, Jurisdiction, Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments, Hague
Conventions, Civil and Commercial Matters, Lugano Convention, Lis Pendens
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