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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the narrative representation of homeland loss in Iraqi novels after 2003, focusing on
how Iraqi writers portray the collapse of the homeland and the experience of forced exile, and how these themes
relate to questions of identity and the fragmentation of the self. The analysis centers on two representative novels:
Frankenstein in Baghdad by Ahmed Saadawi and The Corpse Washer by Sinan Antoon. The study employs a
multidimensional methodology that integrates narrative analysis, semiotic approaches, and hermeneutic
interpretation, while drawing on theoretical concepts from diaspora and identity studies. The findings reveal that
these novels redefine the notion of homeland as a cultural and imagined construct rather than a fixed geographical
entity. Exile is presented as an existential condition that reshapes personal awareness and identity, in line with
Edward Said’s theory of exile and Paul Ricoeur’s concept of narrative identity. On the textual level, the character
of “What’s-his-name” in Frankenstein in Baghdad symbolizes the fragmented Iraqi identity, while The Corpse
Washer depicts the loss of homeland through rituals of death, shattered memory, and disjointed narrative
structures. The study concludes that post-2003 Iraqi fiction has undergone a major transformation from
nationalistic grand narratives to fragmented and individualized expressions of being, employing sophisticated
narrative techniques such as stream of consciousness, intertextuality, collage, and magical realism. The homeland
is no longer sanctified; it is portrayed instead as a symbolic and physical void, stripped of stability and meaning.

Keywords: Identity, Diaspora, Homeland and Exile, Post-2003 Iragi Novel.
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