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Abstract

This study seeks to address the problematic application of hermeneutics, as a Western philosophical interpretive
method, to the Qur'anic text. This text is characterized by a revealed nature with characteristics distinct from other
religious texts in the context in which this method originated. Hermeneutics originated in a Western theological
environment, where it evolved from an art of interpreting the Bible into a comprehensive philosophy of
understanding, particularly with the works of Gadamer and Ricoeur. A number of modern Muslim thinkers, most
notably Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Muhammad Arkoun, and Muhammad Shahrour, have drawn inspiration from these
methods to offer new readings of the Qur'anic text based on history and context, establishing a renewed
understanding of religion.However, this application has raised several epistemological and doctrinal issues, most
notably: Is it possible to subject a revealed text (the Qur'an) to methods that originated to understand human-made
or distorted texts?

How can the constants of faith and language be preserved under an approach that believes in the multiplicity of
meanings and the death of the author?

To what extent is hermeneutics consistent with the concepts of Islamic interpretation, exegesis, and ijtihad?

92



usidl Slydls wlwlal Bl 5550 oe s1as doSxo @l

ol aa dlaa
The study includes a comparative study between the traditional fundamentalist approach and the modernist reading
of the text, demonstrating the limits of legitimate interpretation in the Islamic heritage, based on the rules of Quranic

rhetoric, the sayings of the early Muslims, and the objectives of Islamic law. The study also demonstrates how
scholars such as al-Shafi'i, al-Ghazali, al-Shatibi, and Ibn Taymiyyah established interpretive approaches that take
into account the intent, language, and reality without falling into the chaos of meaning.

The study concludes that hermeneutics may be useful in revealing the communicative and contextual dimensions of
Quranic texts, but it is insufficient and inappropriate as the sole basis for interpretation because it neglects the sacred
dimension of the text and assumes that all meanings are relative. The researcher recommends rebuilding a modern
"science of Quranic interpretation” that utilizes contemporary interpretive tools while adhering to the rules of
language, Sunnah, and faith.

Key Research Findings:

-The Qur'an is a sacred text that is not subject to absolute interpretation according to approaches that emerged in
diverse religious and cultural contexts.

-Hermeneutics offers useful analytical tools, but some of its foundations conflict with the references to revelation.

-Interpretation in the Islamic heritage is bound by scientific rules, the most important of which are: linguistic
evidence, the reasons for revelation, objectives, and consensus.

Modernist reading cannot replace interpretation; rather, it complements it, provided it adheres to the constants of the
text.

Keywords: Hermeneutics, interpretation, exegesis, Qur'anic text, modernity, Nasr Abu Zayd, Arkoun, meaning,
understanding.
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