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Abstract:

This study examines the positions of international and regional powers regarding the Russian—UKrainian war,
considering it a complex international crisis that has extended beyond a bilateral conflict to influence the structure
and balance of the international system. The research aims to explain the variation in these positions by analyzing
the political, strategic, and economic determinants shaping state behavior within an increasingly polarized global
environment.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, along with a case study method, focusing on selected
examples including middle powers (India and Turkey), security-affected states (the Baltic states and Poland), and
certain regional powers (Iran). It relies on content and document analysis through reviewing relevant academic
literature and international reports.

The findings reveal that state positions did not follow absolute alignment but varied according to national
interests. While some states adopted balanced and pragmatic neutrality policies, others took more rigid stances
driven by direct security concerns. The study also highlights the growing role of middle and regional powers as
influential actors in managing the crisis, alongside the restructuring of international alliances and the
intensification of global polarization.

The study concludes that the Russian—Ukrainian war represents a turning point in international relations, as it
reflects structural shifts in the distribution of power and opens the way for redefining the roles of international
actors within a more complex and multipolar global system.

Keywords: Russo—Ukrainian War, International Behavior, Strategic Balance, Political Pragmatism, International
System.
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