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Abstract:

Linguistic signification constitutes one of the most essential pillars upon which legal interpretation is based, as
the legal text is fundamentally a linguistic construct that requires decoding according to grammatical rules and
the intentions of the legislator simultaneously. The legislative developments in Iraq under the 2005 Constitution
and the Iraqi Civil Code No. 40 of 1951 have generated multiple semantic challenges for the judiciary and
jurisprudence, as the lexical meaning of texts frequently conflicts with their contextual or teleological meaning,
casting its shadow on implementation and interpretation mechanisms. This research addresses the concept of
linguistic signification, its types and jurisprudential tendencies, then traces its impact in Iraqgi judicial rulings,
specifically in the decisions of the Federal Court of Cassation and the Federal Supreme Court, adopting a
comparative analytical-descriptive methodology. The research concludes that linguistic signification cannot be
separated from intentional signification in legal interpretation, and that Iragi courts have in several instances relied
on lexical meaning without sufficiently incorporating the contextual and purposive dimension, necessitating a
reconsideration of interpretive mechanisms in light of modern linguistic findings.

Keywords: Linguistic Signification, Legal Interpretation, Legislative Text, Iragi Judiciary, Federal Supreme
Court.
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