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Abstract:

This study examines the pivotal role of legal principles in the functioning of the International Criminal Court,
highlighting that these principles - including criminal legality, individual criminal responsibility, the prohibition
of impunity, complementarity, and fair trial guarantees - constitute the supreme normative framework governing
the Court’s jurisdiction, structuring its procedures, and serving as the foundational reference for its judicial
reasoning. The study demonstrates that the Court’s effectiveness is not measured by the breadth of its jurisdiction
or the number of cases presented, but by its strict adherence to these principles and its capacity to balance the
fight against impunity with the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms. It also emphasizes the necessity
of interpreting the Rome Statute in accordance with the principle of legality, applying the principle of
complementarity objectively, enhancing procedural safeguards, and developing a coherent and consistent judicial
jurisprudence, thereby consolidating the legitimacy of international criminal justice and ensuring the Court’s
credibility as an independent and effective judicial institution on the global stage.

Keywords: International Criminal Court, Complementarity, Fair Trial, Rome Statute, International Judicial
Jurisprudence, International Criminal Justice.
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1 Antonio Cassese, International Criminal Law, 2" ed., Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2009, p 20 — 27.
2 William A. Schabas, An Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 5" ed., Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2017, p 68—75.
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3 Antonio Cassese, International Criminal Law, op.cit, p 19 — 45.
4 William A. Schabas, An Introduction to the International Criminal Court, p.cit, p 72—110.
5 Kai Ambos, Treatise on International Criminal Law, Volume |: Foundations and General Part, Oxford University Press, 2013, p 65 — 98.
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13 Damien Scalia, La justice pénale internationale, Larcier, Bruxelles, 2015, p 89 — 142.

14 Hervé Ascensio, Emmanuel Decaux, Alain Pellet, Droit international pénal, Pedone, Paris, France, 2012, p 233 - 301.

15 Jean Pradel, Droit pénal international, 4e éd., Cujas, Paris, France, 2016, p 141 — 198.
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